
 5-point Common Core Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric Grade 6 
	CC Anchor  Standards
	5 Exceeds the Standard
	4 Meets the Standard
	3 Generally Meets the

Standard
	2 Partially Meets the 

Standard
	1 Minimally Meets the Standard

	2. Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,

purpose, and audience.


	2. The response is an informative/explanatory text that effectively examines a topic and smoothly conveys ideas, concepts, and information through the skillfully selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. The response 

· effectively  introduces a topic;

· capably organizes ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect very well; 

· includes impressive formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. The response develops the topic especially well with sufficient and note-worthy relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. The response skillfully uses appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts thoroughly.
d. The response uses exceptionally precise language and well-chosen domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. (word choice)

e. The response effectively establishes and maintains a formal style.

f. The response provides a well-crafted concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

4. The response produces unusually clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are exceptionally appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	2. The response is an informative/explanatory text that examines a topic and conveys ideas, concepts, and information through the competent selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. The response 

· introduces a topic;

· successfully organizes ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; 

· includes formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. The response develops the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. The response uses appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. The response uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. (word choice)

e. The response establishes and maintains a formal style.

f. The response provides a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

4. The response successfully produces clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	2. The response is an informative/explanatory text that examines a topic and conveys ideas, concepts, and information through the acceptable selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. The response 

· essentially introduces a topic successfully; 

· fairly effectively organizes ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/ contrast, and cause/effect;  

· usually includes formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. The response generally successfully develops the topic with fairly relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. The response for the most part successfully uses transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. The response uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary in a generally successful manner to inform about or explain the topic. (word choice)
e. The response fairly effectively establishes and maintains a formal style.

f. The response includes a mainly effective concluding statement or section that tends to follow from and support the information or explanation presented.

4. The response, for the most part, successfully provides clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are mostly appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	2. The response is an informative/explanatory text that examines a topic and conveys ideas, concepts and information through the partially successful selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. The response 

· introduces a topic somewhat successfully; 

· organizes ideas, concepts, and information in some ways using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/ contrast, and cause/effect;  

· may include some formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. The response to some extent successfully develops the topic with partially relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. The response uses some transitions that may partially clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. The response uses some precise language and domain-specific vocabulary with limited success to inform about or explain the topic. (word choice)
e. The response inconsistently establishes and maintains a formal style.

f. The response includes a somewhat effective concluding statement or section that at times follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

4. The response provides partially clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are somewhat appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	2. The response is an informative/explanatory text that minimally examines a topic and conveys ideas, concepts, and information through ineffective selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. The response 

· introduces a topic simplistically; 

· organizes few ideas using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect;  

· includes little or no formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia that might be useful to aiding comprehension.

b. The response develops the topic with few if any facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. The response uses few if any transitions or does so in an ineffective manner.

d. The response uses little or no precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. (word choice)

e. The response fails to establish and/or maintain a formal style.

f. The response does not provide an effective concluding section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

4. The response provides unclear writing that lacks coherence and/or in which the development, organization, and style are inappropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

	Conventions
	Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the response.


	The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.
	Lapses in writing conventions and usage are not distracting.
	Incomplete mastery of writing conventions and usage interferes with meaning some of the time.
	Lack of control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.


(See the following checklist of standard English conventions and usage from Common Core Language Standards for this grade level.)       

Checklist of Standard English Conventions and Usage from 

Common Core Language Standards Grade Six
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
_____Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).

_____Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).

_____Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.*

_____Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*

_____Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing and speaking, and 
identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language.*
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and

    spelling when writing.
_____Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*

_____Spell correctly.

Note:  The following skills, marked with an asterisk (*) in Language standards 1–3, will require continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking.

L.3.1f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.

L.3.3a. Choose words and phrases for effect.

L.4.1f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and 

run-ons.

L.4.1g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; there/their).

L.4.3a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3b. Choose punctuation for effect.

L.5.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.

L.5.2a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.†


